First Assessed Practice Module

Learning Outcome 1 Practice Teachers Contribution
MASW and PgDip/MSW
Initiate, negotiate and build purposeful and effective collaborative relationships with service users, colleagues, practitioners from other disciplines and others, in working in partnership to address the needs of service users.

Learning Focus
· Preparing for social work contact and involvement

· Working with individuals and families, carers, groups, and communities so they can make informed decisions

· Working with individuals, families, carers, groups, communities to achieve change, promote dignity, realise potential and improve life opportunities

· Working with colleagues in related professions to develop and further integrate services

Comment on Record of Evidence from Student
1. Caroline has been encouraged to use her period on 'duty' as an opportunity to reflect on the purpose of social work and the social work process. I think that Caroline has made a very good start as evidenced from discussion in supervision, 

      her reflective diary and CIAs. Initially she shadowed an experienced worker and her

      first CIA, 15.02.06, spoke to this experience. From this Caroline evidenced an 

      understanding of the importance of preparation for contact, e.g., checking existing 

      information in files or on electronic systems. Caroline spoke of the importance of 
      how clients are received given likely distress and/or low self-esteem. She noted the 

      importance of introducing herself by name and advising the person of the nature of
      duty contact before collating personal details and the nature of the problem. 
      Caroline also highlighted the importance of contacts within the social work team and
      other agencies.

2. Apart from events dealt with on duty Caroline has had a number of cases allocated to her; a request for an SER (case one), assessment for possible diversion (case two). Here Caroline elaborated on this contact in CIA 06.03.06. She evidenced an 

      understanding of the importance of clarifying her role with this client. She

      familiarised herself with the parameters of an SER before her meeting and

      evidenced application of the ABC assessment model. Caroline demonstrated an

      awareness of the sometimes uncomfortable and invasive nature of social work 

      enquiry and was able to share this with the client and facilitate a purposeful and

      collaborative interview. She also evidenced awareness of the danger of colluding 

      and/or over-identifying with the client. Again she highlighted the importance of 

      collaboration with other agencies in compiling a report.

3. In her interview with case two (CIA, 06.03.06) Caroline evidenced her use of 

      engagement and communication skills, open questioning, clarification and feedback.

       Caroline presents well the dilemma of exploring individual motivation to change 

       and balancing this against real or potential risks,. Clearly Caroline evidences an

       energy in helping clients to realise their potential and the opportunities to 

       improve quality of life. This became evident in the planned work with case 4,

       support to a person on a probation order.

4. This far Caroline has provided good evidence of her ability to enter into purposeful

       working relations  with colleagues within the social work team and other agencies.

Learning Outcome 2 Practice Teachers Contribution
MASW and PgDip/MSW

Identify, collect, analyse and synthesise information from a range of sources and through a range of means, for a variety of purposes in the pursuit of effective social work practice.

Learning Focus 

· Gathering information from a wide range of sources in a variety of ways, for a range of purposes

· Taking account of different views when gathering information

· Identifying and responding to crisis situations

· Managing, presenting and sharing records and reports

· Evaluating and using up to date knowledge of and research into, social work practice

Comment on Record of Evidence from Student
Examples: reflective journal of learning/critical incident analysis/direct observation/feedback from carer/users/other staff/practice teacher

Learning Outcome 3 Practice Teachers Contribution
MASW and PgDip/MSW
Assess human situations, taking critical account of a number of factors including the views of those involved; differing perspectives; cultural, racial, ethnic and other identities; theoretical concepts; research evidence; legislation and organisational policies and procedures.

Learning Focus

· Assessing and managing risks to individuals, families, carers, groups and communities

· Assessing and managing risks to self and colleagues

· Assessing needs and options in order to recommend a course of action

· Analysing the nature of risks and potential for harm associated with the circumstances and nature of planned interventions

· Balancing rights and responsibilities with associated risk

· Producing and evaluating plans with individuals, families, carers, groups, communities and colleagues

Comment on Record of Evidence from Student
Examples: reflective journal of learning/critical incident analysis/direct observation/feedback from carer/users/other staff/practice teacher

Learning Outcome 4 Practice Teachers Contribution 
MASW and PgDip/MSW
Take account of the impact of inequality, discrimination and social exclusion in work with people in a range of contexts and problem situations.

Learning Focus

· Developing relationships with individuals, families, carers, groups and communities that show respect for diversity, equality, dignity and privacy

· Understanding and managing complex ethical issues, dilemmas and conflicts

· Working within agreed standards of social work practice

· Promoting best social work practice, adapting positively to change

Comment on Record of Evidence from Student
Examples: reflective journal of learning/critical incident analysis/direct observation/feedback from carer/users/other staff/practice teacher

Learning Outcome 5 Practice Teachers Contribution
MASW and PgDip/MSW
Recognise and apply ethical principles in all aspects of social work practice, where relevant working purposefully with tensions and conflicts in the application of such principles to real situations.

Learning Focus

· Working within agreed standards of social work practice

· Understanding and managing complex ethical issues, dilemmas and conflicts

· Promoting best social work practice, adapting positively to change 

Comment on Record of Evidence from Student
Examples: reflective journal of learning/critical incident analysis/direct observation/feedback from carer/users/other staff/practice teacher

Learning Outcome 6a Practice Teachers Contribution
MASW only
Take significant responsibility for their own continuing learning and development.

Learning Focus

· Managing ones own work in an accountable way

· Managing presenting and sharing records and reports

· Preparing for and taking part in decision-making forums

Comment on Record of Evidence from Student
Examples: reflective journal of learning/critical incident analysis/direct observation/feedback from carer/users/other staff/practice teacher

Learning Outcome 6b Practice Teachers Contribution
PgDip/MSW only
Critically analyse their own practice in conceptual terms, and use this to take significant responsibility for their own continuing learning and development

Learning Focus

· Managing one’s own work in an accountable way

· Managing, presenting and sharing records and reports

· Preparing for and taking part in decision-making forums

· Reviewing and regularly updating own knowledge and relevant legislation, policy guidelines, service standards and procedural frameworks

Comment on Record of Evidence from Student
Examples: reflective journal of learning/critical incident analysis/direct observation/feedback from carer/users/other staff/practice teacher

Learning Outcome 7 Practice Teachers Contribution
PgDip/MSW only
Use current research to inform all of the above

Learning Focus

· Evaluating and using up to date knowledge of, and research into, social work practice

Comment on Record of Evidence from Student
Examples: reflective journal of learning/critical incident analysis/direct observation/feedback from carer/users/other staff/practice teacher

Practice Teacher’s Contribution
Practice Teacher’s evaluation and summary.



11

