Part 4B

In Part 4B, the MHO has the opportunity to record the evidence that backs up the proposals that have been made. This provides the opportunity to show how and why the conclusions shown in Part 4A have been arrived at.

Key point

You will need to pay particular attention to this section, and satisfy yourself that the evidence really does back up the conclusions.

The various sub-sections call for information under the following headings:

1. How do the elements of the proposed care plan comply with the principles of the Act?

For example, how the proposals fit with the principles of least restrictive alternative and of informal care.


2. What alternatives were considered to the options proposed?

There will almost always be some possible alternatives for action. This section should show why such alternatives were deemed to be not workable or practicable.


3. What contingency plans are in place if the options proposed do not work? 

In particular, this part should include details of any crisis management contingency plans.

4. To what extent does this care plan reflect the wishes of the service user as expressed in any advance statement or elsewhere? 

If any of these wishes have not been respected, this section should explain why not.


5. Who was consulted in the process of drawing up this care plan? 

As we have noted, the MHO should be proposing a care plan as developed by a whole multi-disciplinary team. This section should set out to what extent the views of those consulted are reflected in this care plan. 

If there has been any dissent to aspects of the plan that the MHO is proposing – which is quite possible as it rests on the pulling together of multidisciplinary views – it is imperative that such differences of opinion are articulated within the plan.


6. How have issues of risk (either to the service user or others) been taken into consideration in the drawing up of the proposed care plan?

An explanation should be given of what form of risk assessment has been carried out, and what conclusions were drawn from that exercise.

